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RICHMOND, B.C. — Cree residential school survivor Don Tourangeau (centre) at
St. Joseph the Worker Parish in Richmond, B.C. with pastor Father Pierre
Ducharme (left) and friend and parishioner Rhonda Caris. About 250 people
listened to Mr. Tourangeau share his story as a residential school survivor. Story
page 6. (St. Joseph the Worker photos)

In her new book for Novalis, A Post-
Pandemic Church, Prophetic
Possibilities, Sister Nuala Kenny lays
out an agenda for a Canadian synod;
an agenda for a Church in crisis. Story
page 2. (Image Sisters of Charity Halifax)

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John speaks
to the faithful of the Diocese of Saint John on October 17 at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Saint John on the opening of the Synod 2021-2023:
For a Synodal Church. In brief, the process involves an expansion of an established
institution, called the Synod of Bishops. This means that bishops around the
world will consult with everyone from parishioners and all religious before coming
together for a discussion in 2023. The current synod is the  effort to bring a greater
degree of openness, collaboration and mutual listening to the church. Story page
3. Letters from Bishop Riesbeck to the faithful of the diocese on the topic, in
English and French, can be found on page 8. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)

VATICAN CITY — Christian freedom
means respecting other cultures and
traditions rather than finding ways to
impose "one's own model of life ..."
Pope Francis said. Story page 4. (CNS/
Paul Haring photo)
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New FreemanThe
'This is a resurrection moment for the Church'
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

The 2023 Synod on synodality can’t come
fast enough for physician, ethicist and expert on
sexual abuse by priests Sister Nuala Kenny.

“I always believe, because I’m a doctor, that
there’s something you can do to make things
better — that there’s something you can do to
fix it,” she said. “And because I’m a diagnosti-
cian, I’ve always been interested not just in the
immediate fix but let’s get underneath this so it
doesn’t happen again.”

In her new book for Novalis, A Post-Pan-
demic Church, Prophetic Possibilities, Sr. Kenny
lays out an agenda for a Canadian synod. It’s an
agenda for a Church in crisis, Sr. Kenny said.

“To me the crisis is a crisis of credibility in the
Church as a place of protection, care of the most
vulnerable, justice and witness to the compas-
sion of Christ,” she said.

Thirty-three years spent investigating, analys-
ing and understanding the sexual abuse crisis,
beginning with the 1988 Winter Commission of
inquiry into the Mount Cashel case, gives Sr.
Kenny a unique perspective.

“I got into this because I’m a paediatrician.
I’m a baby doctor. My professional career has
been the care and protection of sick, suffering
and endangered children,” she said.

The years of research, thinking and writing
about sexual
abuse has led
her to con-
clude that the
Church has a
problem with
clericalism.

“The is-
sue was the
abuse of
power, posi-
tion and con-
science by
leaders of the

Church. It was that the Church of Jesus Christ
could use its power and prestige to protect an
image and deny what was going on, when what
was going on was harm to the most vulner-
able,” Sr. Kenny said.

The difficulties the Church faces are many —
its relationship with women, the majority of
Catholics who reject the Church’s teaching on
sexual morality, the negative and defensive pos-
ture of the Church in the culture, its embrace of
colonialism at the expense of Indigenous people,
divisions over liturgy, doctrine and culture and
the haemorrhaging of young people. But it’s

clericalism and the exercise of authority at the
centre of all of it, according to the Sister of Charity
of Halifax.

The pandemic and nearly two years of re-
stricted access to the sacraments, particularly
the Eucharist, has revealed to Catholics what
they are losing and how quickly they are losing
it, she said.

“If a pandemic doesn’t move us to change,
what will?” she asks toward the end of her book.

Sr. Kenny uses the science of epigenetics to
dispel any illusion that with enough vaccines and
the natural burnout of most pandemics every-
thing will go back to normal. Sr. Kenny believes
many Catholics who went from Sunday Mass
to mass on TV to mass on their phone to no
mass at all aren’t missing it and aren’t coming
back.

“There’s no going back to normal. You can’t
go home again, even if you wanted to,” she said.
“Things have been unmasked as unjust, un-
Christlike and un-Godlike. The pandemic has not
just entered into our physical DNA, but through
the experience of liturgical lockdown, through
the experience of all of this, we are changed
forever.”

And that’s why we need a synod. For Sr.
Kenny, a synod is an opportunity for prophecy.

“The prophets hold up a mirror to us. They
speak of who you’ve been called to be by the
Lord and they look at how far you’ve come
from that,” she said.

The prophetic can save the synod from be-
coming a morass of division, negativity and self-
pitying. Sr. Kenny believes a prophetic spirit in
the coming synod could allow Catholics to look
at themselves and their Church through the eyes
of Christ.

“Once you’ve done that, then you do pro-
phetic imagination,” she said. “Imagine if we
really were a community of friends of Jesus
Christ, discipled, committed to his words and
his witness, committed to conversion. Imagine
all of that. That becomes important.”

In the book, Sr. Kenny puts it in terms of the
central event of Christian life.

“This is a resurrection moment for the
Church,” she writes. “The twin traumas of rev-
elations of abuse of power in the Church and the
pandemic have seen the death of many prac-
tices and beliefs. Some needed to die, but the
pace of change in the Church is glacially slow.
COVID-19 has provided an opportunity for new
life in Christ that cannot be ignored.”

To order Sr. Kenny’s book, contact Novalis
at: 1-877-702-7773 ext 2230; email:
tradebooks@novalis.ca or visit the website:
en.novalis.ca. §

Sister Nuala Kenny
(Dalhousie University image)
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Bishop opens synodal process in the diocese
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On October 10, 2021, Pope Francis formally
opened a two-year process called “a synod on synodality,” officially
known as Synod 2021-2023: For a Synodal Church.

On October 17, dioceses worldwide opened the synodal process at
the local level.

In his homily for the 10:00 am mass at the Cathedral of the Im-
maculate Conception in Saint John on October 17, Bishop Christian
Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese of Saint John told parishioners that this
historic synod — in which the entire People of God, at every level of
the Church, will be involved over a two-year path — depends very
much on their prayerful participation as members of the Body of
Christ.

“We are called to evangelize in a world that is in desperate need of
hearing the Good News of Jesus Christ, but in the context of a plural-
ity of members of the body of Christ, which enriches the Church and
strives to remain united to Christ the head,” he said. “These next few
years will be a privileged time to walk together as we listen to each
other, look at the signs of the times, and ultimately listen to the
Holy Spirit so as to discern what steps does the Holy Spirit invite us
to take in order to grow as a Synodal Church.”

In his address at the Ceremony Commemorating the 50th anniver-
sary of the Institution of the Synod of Bishops on October 17, 2015,
Pope Francis said that “what the Lord is asking of us is already in
some sense present in the very word ‘synod’. Journeying together
— laity, pastors, the bishop of Rome — is an easy concept to put into
words, but not so easy to put into practice.”

There are two main goals of the synod: to learn synodality — that
is, to learn how to listen to one another and prayerfully discern as a
People of God the path for the Church; and the Synodal conversion
of the Church — to put it into practice.  The Holy Father hopes to

achieve this through three main themes: Communion, Participa-
tion and Mission.

The Vatican has outlined the following key convictions for a Synodal
Church:

• Listen to one another in order to listen to the Holy Spirit.
• In a spirit of prayer, grounded in the liturgy and the Word of God.
• An experience shared with one another, not just filling out a ques-

tionnaire.
• A process, not a one-time event.
• Discerning together so that the decisions made are for the good of

all.
“Even more importantly [the synod] will be an opportunity for

us to deepen our realization that each one of us, members of the
Church from our baptism, and strengthened in Confirmation shares
in the mission of the Church,” Bishop Riesbeck said. “Each one of
us is called to become more involved in the missionary work of
spreading the joy of the Gospel not only to all the nations and
peoples of the world, btu even within our own parish communities,
our own families, our places of work, our schools, all the way to the
peripheries.”

Noting the importance of the laity Bishop Riesbeck said, “your par-
ticipation in the mission is crucial. It is so necessary in fact, that the
Catechism of the Catholic Church says that for the most part, the
apostolate of the pastors cannot be fully effective without it,
(Cathechsm of the Catholic Church paragraph 900). In other words,
the Church needs you; as priests we need you to help further the
Lord’s mission of salvation to the whole world.”

“The synodal process not only has its point of departure, but also
its point of arrival in the People of God, upon whom the gifts of grace
bestowed by the Holy Spirit through the gathering of bishops in As-
sembly must be poured out,” said Pope Francis at the Apostolic Con-
stitution Episcopalis Communio, 2018.

A letter from Bishop Risebeck to the parishioners of the Diocese of
Saint John on the topic of the
synod can be found this issue The
New Freeman on page 8.

For more information about
the synod please visit https://
dioceseofsaintjohn.org/synod-
2021-2023.

Natasha Mazerolle is a cor-
respondent for The New Freeman.
She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §Classic Memorials Inc.
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Vatican II: A Church of vision and hope
Vision is an amazing thing.  In some ways it is a bit like dreaming.

Always it is about hope. In Mark’s Gospel, there is a story of a new
vision that is part of God’s dream expressed by Jesus (Mark 10:35-
45). Mark relates how two of the disciples came to Jesus asking him
to give them places of honour when he comes in glory. This would be
a reasonable expectation in the culture of the time — followers of the
leader would be honoured when the kingdom was established.

Jesus offers a new and different vision: “Whoever wishes to be
first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came not to
be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” In
every era, our church, our Christian community has been called to
this vision. In every age it is a vision that demands looking at our-
selves and who we are, in the light of the world of our time. Such
visioning offers a dynamic, living view of church. We might call it a
prophetic view.

This prophetic view was what was expressed nearly 60 years ago
when Pope John XXIII called the whole church to come together in
a general or ecumenical council.  This was the Second Vatican Coun-
cil (1962-65). It has often been stated that it takes a century for the
full implementation of an ecumenical council. As much as Vatican II
took place some 60 years ago, its implementation is still taking place.

Recently, Pope Francis noted in conversation with the Jesuit com-
munity in Slovakia that there are times when we seem to be moving
backwards. (The New Freeman, October 1, 2021 Church suffers temp-
tation to go backward, pope tells Jesuits). He notes that we often long
for the security of the past, what we are used to. We fear the new
issues and questions of the present and the future. Faced by such
issues, we often find it easier to repeat the “tried and true” responses
of the previous era.

For Pope Francis, this reluctance to move forward flies in the face
of what the Spirit called forth in our church at Vatican II. The council
called for a church that was ready to read the signs of the times, that
is a dynamic church ready to address the issues of the day. Pope

Francis has strong words for resist-
ance to this dynamism: “This is the
evil of this moment: namely to seek the path in rigidity and clericalism,
which are two perversions.”

Pope John XXIII opened the Second Vatican Council on October
11, 1962. The council that was beginning would offer a new pastoral
vision of our church, one that was marked by dynamism and an
openness to the world, a church with confidence to move forward.
Pope John had a vision full of hope for our church, in words attrib-
uted to him: “It is time to throw open the windows of the church so
that we can see out and people can see in.” Such openness in our
church means that we live not in fear and judgement of our world,
but as servants in our world, reaching out with care and compassion
to heal and love as Jesus does. Then the blessing of the Incarnation
truly can move us and our world.

October 11 was Thanksgiving Day in Canada this year. We un-
doubtedly celebrated it in some quiet restriction due to the pandemic.
Nonetheless, we have much to be thankful for. Not the least of our
gratitude should be directed to Pope John and the council he opened
on October 11, 59 years ago.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Pope: Church must respect other cultures, not impose itself
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Christian freedom means respecting other cul-
tures and traditions rather than finding ways to impose "one's own
model of life as though it were the most evolved and the most appeal-
ing," Pope Francis said.

"How many errors have been made in the history of evangelization
by seeking to impose a single cultural model," the pope said October
13 during his weekly general audience in the Paul VI audience hall.

"At times, even violence was not spared to make a single point of
view prevail. In this way, the church has been deprived of the rich-
ness of many local expressions that the cultural traditions of entire
peoples bring with them. But this is the exact opposite of Christian
freedom," he said.

The pope continued his series of talks on St. Paul's Letter to the
Galatians by reflecting on the freedom from slavery to sin and death
that comes from Christ's death and resurrection.

St. Paul's assertion is that freedom, given to humanity through grace
and love, is "the supreme and new law of Christian life," which "opens
us up to welcoming every people and culture, and at the same time
opens every people and culture to a greater freedom," Pope Francis
said.

For the apostle, the pope said, welcoming faith "involves renounc-
ing not the heart of cultures and traditions, but only that which may
hinder the newness and purity of the Gospel."

The "freedom obtained through the death and resurrection of the
Lord does not enter into conflict with cultures or with the traditions
we have received, but rather introduces into them a new freedom, a
liberating novelty, that of the Gospel," he said.

Through baptism, he continued, Christians obtain the freedom that
"enables us to acquire the full dignity of children of God," opening
them to the "universalism of faith" while remaining "firmly anchored
in our cultural roots."

Pope Francis said that St. Paul's vision of freedom was enlightened
by Jesus, who "united himself in some way with every person."

Christians, he said, have "the duty to respect the cultural origin of
every person, placing them in a space of freedom that is not restricted
by any imposition dictated by a single predominant culture."

"This is the meaning of calling ourselves Catholics, of speaking of
the Catholic Church. It is not a sociological denomination to distin-
guish us from other Christians; Catholic is an adjective that means
universal," the pope explained.

"It means that the church contains in herself, in her very nature, an
openness to all peoples and cultures of all times, because Christ was
born, died and rose again for everyone," he said.§
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

Permission to be sad
Let the preacher say, you have permission to be sad!
In a book, When the Bartender Dims the Lights, Ron Evans writes:

“There’s a line I came upon in the musings of a preacher: On a Sun-
day morning many of the people sitting before you are the walking
wounded, and you need to give them permission to be sad. In a world
obsessed with happiness, where being great is all that matters, let the
preacher say, you have permission to be sad. And in a world where
old age becomes the golden years, where every problem can be fixed
and every ailment cured, let the preacher say, you have permission to
be sad. In a world preoccupied with prolonging life, where death is a
forbidden word, let the preacher say, you have permission to die. And
let the preacher say, you have permission to live in memories of a
lonesome kind.” 

Today neither our culture nor our churches give us sufficient per-
mission to be sad. Occasionally, yes, when a loved one dies or some
particular tragedy befalls us, we are allowed be sad, to be down,
tearful, not upbeat. But there are so many other occasions and cir-
cumstances in our lives where our souls are legitimately sad, and our
culture, churches, and egos do not give us the permission we need to
feel what we are in fact experiencing - sadness. When that is the
case, and it often is, we can either deny how we feel and go through
the motions of being upbeat, or we can give way to our sadness, but
only at price of feeling there is something wrong with us, that we
should not be feeling this way. Both are bad.

Sadness is an unavoidable part of life and not, in itself, a negative
thing. In sadness, there is a cry to which we are often deaf.  In
sadness, our soul gets its chance to speak and its voice is telling us
that a certain frustration, loss, death, inadequacy, moral failure, or
particular circumstance or season of our lives is real, bitter, and unal-
terable. Acceptance is our only choice and sadness is its price.  When
that voice is not listened to, our health and sanity feel a strain.

For example, in a particularly challenging (raw) book, Suicide and

the Soul, the late James Hillman states that
sometimes what happens in a suicide is
that the soul is so frustrated and wounded
that it kills the body. For reasons too com-
plex and many to know, that soul could not make itself heard and was
never given permission to feel what it was in fact experiencing. At an
extreme, this can kill the body.

We see this in a less-extreme (though also deadly) way in the phe-
nomenon of anorexia among young women. There is an irresistible
pressure from the culture (often coupled with actual bullying on so-
cial media) to have a perfect body. Unfortunately, nature doesn’t is-
sue many of those. Thus, these young women need permission to
accept the limitations of their own bodies and to be okay with the
sadness that comes with that.  Unfortunately, this isn’t happening, at
least not nearly enough, and so instead of accepting the sadness of
not having the body they want, these young women are forced (no
matter the cost) to try to measure up. We see its sad effects.

Psychotherapists, who do dream work with clients, tell us that
when we have bad dreams, the reason is often that our soul is angry
with us. Since it cannot make itself heard during the day, it makes
itself heard at night when we are helpless to drown it out.

There are many legitimate reasons for being sad. Some of us are
born with “old souls”, poets, over-sensitive to the pathos in life. Some
of us suffer from bad physical health, others from fragile mental
health. Some of us have never been sufficiently loved and honoured
for who we are; others have had our hearts broken by infidelity and
betrayal. Some of us have had our lives irrevocably ripped apart by
abuse, rape, and violence; others are simply hopeless, frustrated ro-
mantics with perpetually crushed dreams, agonizing in nostalgia.
Moreover, all of us will have our own share of losing loved ones, of
breakdowns of all sorts, and bad seasons that test the heart. There are
a myriad of legitimate reasons to be sad.

This needs to be honoured in our Eucharists and in other church
gatherings. Church is not just a place for upbeat celebration. It is also
supposed to be a safe place where we can break down. Liturgy too
must give us permission to be sad.

D.H. Lawrence once famously wrote:
The feeling I don’t have I don’t have.

The feelings I don’t have, I won’t say I have.
The feeling you say you have, you don’t have.
The feelings you would like us both to have, we neither of us
have.

We need to be true to our souls by being true to its feelings.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Brenan’s Funeral Home

111 Paradise Row, Saint John, NB
506-634-7424       www.brenansfh.com

Seal of confession a topic
of debate after French abuse report

PARIS — Church and government leaders in France are at odds over
whether priests should be required to report the abuse of minors if they
learn about it in the sacrament of confession.

Archbishop Eric de Moulins-Beaufort, president of the French bishops'
conference, and Interior Minister Gérald Darmanin met to discuss the
issue October 12, a week after the release of a report by an independent
commission that estimated 330,000 children had been abused by Catholic
priests or church employees in France since the 1950s.

At issue is whether French law takes precedence over the seal of con-
fession, a sacred practice in which a confessor does not reveal what is
told to him during a confession.

One of the recommendations in the commission's report urged the church
to "send a clear message from the church authorities to penitents taking
confession and to the faithful that the seal of confession may not derogate
from the obligation provided for by the (French) Criminal Code ... to
report to the judicial and administrative authorities all cases of sexual vio-
lence inflicted on a child or a vulnerable person."

Mr. Darmanin told legislators October 12 that he had reaffirmed "the
primacy of French laws" during his meeting with the archbishop and said
Catholic confessional secrecy could not be "used as a justification for not
denouncing sexual crimes against children."

(continued on page 6)
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From pain to forgiveness: a survivor shares his story
— A Cree elder tells hundreds of parishioners about his childhood in the

residential school and foster system
By AGNIESZKA RUCK
The B.C. Catholic

RICHMOND, B.C. — Rousing applause sounded as Cree elder
Don Tourangeau embraced Father Pierre Ducharme at St. Joseph’s
Parish in Richmond on Canada’s first National Day of Truth and
Reconciliation.

About 250 people witnessed the gesture while gathered to hear Mr.
Tourangeau describe his experience of attending Holy Angels Resi-
dential School in Fort Chipewyan, Alberta.

“I was always trying to figure out a way to leave, to run, to go
home, to find a way out,” Mr. Tourangeau told the crowd September
30. He described being picked up and brought to the school in a
police wagon at age 7 or 8 the way dog catchers would pick up
strays: by chasing them and locking them up.

“I was very, very, scared. I wanted to go back home.”
Mr. Tourangeau’s culture valued long hair and he grew it long even

as a child. Having it cut short is one of his first memories after he
entered the school.

“I never felt so stripped,” he said. “I felt like something that was in
me was taken away from me.”

While attending residential school he suffered physical, psycho-
logical, emotional, and spiritual abuse. He described having his feet
beaten as punishment for trying to run away and having his questions
about his parents answered with lies that they had given him away. At
night he heard the cries of children, and during an escape attempt, he
discovered graves in nearby woods. He feared the people in “black
robes.”

“It was the worst place on earth.”
After more than three years in residential school, Tourangeau was

sent to Edmonton and made a ward of the government. By his 18th
birthday, he had lived in 16 foster homes.

“Most of the foster homes I was in, I was either beaten for some-
thing I didn’t do or accused of something I didn’t do ... Everything
was still the same as the way it was in residential school. The only
difference was there were fewer people, fewer kids.”

By age 16, Mr. Tourangeau was a “full-blown” drug and alcohol
addict and had a reputation for running away. One day, a friend with
whom he’d planned an escape was found dead, having committed
suicide not far from the foster home they were living in. Tourangeau
attempted suicide several times.

“I had a lot of fear. I had a lot of anger. There were times … I
wanted to be dead,” he said. “In my mind, I had planned to go back
and, everybody that harmed me, I would punish them.”

Turning to the hundreds of people listening to him speak, he said,
“if it was back in the day, I would blame everything on you. I would
hate all of you for what happened to me from day one.”

But Mr. Tourangeau said he is “free” today, thanks in part to his
culture. “There are times I go through pain, but I try to … deal with
that pain I have. Forgiveness is a good thing.”

This year, areas identified as possible unmarked graves in Kamloops
gave him hope. They “opened the doors of the residential schools,”
he said. “The truth is starting to come out.”

In June, First Nations leaders in Fort Chipewyan told Fort McMurray
Today they would begin a search for unmarked graves in the area of
Holy Angels Residential School. Founded in 1874, the school closed

in 1974 and has been torn down. The National Centre for Truth and
Reconciliation has a listing of the names of nearly 100 Holy Angels
students who never returned home.

Fr. Ducharme told Tourangeau the recounting of his childhood deeply
moved him.

“As I was listening, I was thinking I’m at least three for three in this
story. First of all, I’m Canadian … A Canadian from European roots.
I’m a baptized Catholic, a cradle Catholic my whole life … and I’m a
Catholic priest. Three institutions that abused you psychologically,
physically, emotionally, spiritually, culturally,” he said.

“I don’t consider myself someone who can take full responsibility
for everybody else and for others’ actions and for a whole history of
colonialism, but at the same time, I benefitted from all that. I benefitted
from all those institutions that hurt you. The life I have today is a
good life because of all of those institutions that hurt you. And I’m
sorry.”

He thanked Mr. Tourangeau for taking the “bold step” of sharing
his story publicly and expressed hope that they could collaborate on
social projects in the future.

Mr. Tourangeau responded with an embrace and these words: “I
accept your apology on behalf of my reserve in Fort Chip and I thank
you, not as a priest, but as a human being. Back when this happened
to me, you weren’t there. I don’t blame you.”

He gave Fr. Ducharme a staff decorated with wolf’s fur and a
dream catcher, then held a smudging ceremony, inviting all those
present to join and smudge themselves one by one.§

(continued from page 5)
"The secret of confession has operated for 200 years in our law

and is recognized as a professional secret, as with doctors and law-
yers — but there is an exception for crimes committed against chil-
dren under age 15," added the interior minister, who also heads the
government's department for religions.

After the meeting, the French bishops' conference issued a state-
ment saying: "The scale of violence and sexual assault on minors
revealed by this report requires the church to re-examine its practices
in light of reality. Work is therefore needed to reconcile the nature of
confession with the necessity of protecting children." The bishops'
conference said it would work on necessary "measures and reforms"
in line with the report's recommendations at its upcoming November
3-8 plenary.

In a note approved by Pope Francis and published by the Vatican in
mid-2019, the Apostolic Penitentiary affirmed the absolute secrecy of
everything said in confession and called on priests to defend it at all
costs, even at the cost of their lives.

Just after the commission's report was released, Archbishop de Moulins-
Beaufort told France Info public radio that confessional secrecy opened
up "a space of free speech before God" and should be considered "stronger
than the laws of the republic." After his remarks drew angry reaction from
government officials and the media, the archbishop said he recognized his
interview remarks had been "clumsy" and apologized to "victims and those
saddened or shocked" by the subsequent controversy.

Pope Francis described the report's publication as a "moment of shame"
at his October 6 Rome general audience. §

Seal of confession
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Indigenous learning commitment made in and out of the classroom
By WENDY-ANN CLARKE
The Catholic Register

On the first National Day of Truth and Reconciliation, 6,509 or-
ange ribbons spanned the banisters in the foyer at All Saints Catholic
Secondary School in Whitby, Ont., each representing a child from an
unmarked grave at a former residential school.

Durham Catholic District School Board (DCDSB) student trustee
Declan Amaral, a Grade 12 student at the school, says the powerful
symbolism represents an ongoing commitment to learning, allyship
[action training] and action towards healing with Indigenous peoples.
Far beyond an annual event, for Amaral and the board’s Indigenous
Advisory Circle, the day represents a continuation of learning and
discourse that has been taking place and carries forward both inside
and outside of the classroom throughout the school year.

The most important part of that education, Amaral says, has been
uncovering the truth about the historical traumas inflicted on Indig-
enous individuals, communities and cultures through residential schools
and beyond. Candid staff-facilitated discussions have created a space
for honest dialogue amongst teachers and students that has helped
to bring to light a history buried for far too long, he says.

“It was just a powerful statement to walk into the school and to
see students really taking a second to look up (at the banisters)
and understand the importance of recognizing the day and ac-
knowledging their own privilege as a settler,” said Mr. Amaral.

“One of the most useful things that we’ve taken away has been
those open conversations that have been facilitated by staff be-
cause it’s Ok to have questions. There are so many to ask, espe-
cially in a long history that has been covered up. The first part of
truth and reconciliation is truth. It’s OK not to know but it’s not
OK to stay in that ignorance.”

Across the DCDSB, every student and staff member received a
tulip bulb in honour of the lives lost to residential schools. Called

the Tulips for Truth initiative, the perennial flowers will bloom
every year and stand as a reminder of the ongoing commitment to
reconciliation.
Students were also invited to carry a bulb home to plant to ignite
discussion at home to facilitate learning within families.

Karli Robertson, DCDSB senior manager of Indigenous educa-
tion, says many classes have been learning about traditional terri-
tory and how to better connect with the land itself. Daily school
land acknowledgments stand as an honest and historically accu-
rate way to recognize the traditional First Nations, Métis and Inuit
territories. Schools have been learning about treaties and have been
in ongoing discussions on how to facilitate learning about the land.

Recognizing tulips are not indigenous to the territory, Ms.
Robertson has been working with schools to look at how there
can be a balance between indigenous and non-indigenous plants
within the commitment to reconciliation. Several schools are ex-
ploring ways to incorporate indigenous plants that would have
existed for thousands of years onto school property and learning
about their medicinal benefits.

“One of the questions that we’ve been talking about a lot with
principals specifically is how do you acknowledge a land that you
don’t know?” said Ms. Robertson. “So, we’re starting with tulips
but then committing ongoing to that learning. With the land ac-
knowledgement it’s talking about treaties, it’s talking about the
commitment, but there needs to be an action piece.

“What we’ve been doing with a lot of classes is getting them out on
the land with community partners and looking at how there can be a
balance between indigenous and non-indigenous plants with our com-
mitment to reconciliation.”

Mr. Amaral believes the public commemoration of the tragic and
painful history and ongoing impacts of residential schools is a vital
component of the reconciliation process. Although the general
public may just be awakening to the unmarked graves, the calls to
action of the Truth and Reconciliation report from 2015 also spe-
cifically address the need for the government and churches to
work with Indigenous communities to inform families, identify
bodies and properly honour the lives of the children whose lives
were lost.

Now that the issue is salient in the media, Amaral says youth are
looking at ways to respond as treaty people, allies and Indigenous
youth to continue those calls to action at school.

A devoted Catholic, Mr. Amaral sees this time in the nation’s
history as a “come to Jesus moment” and listening to Indigenous
communities, carrying forward the calls to action and looking at
ways to further facilitate healing is vitally important if we are to
move forward. While acknowledging the crimes committed against
Indigenous peoples in Canada and the United States, he makes the
distinction between the actions of the Church and his personal
faith. Jesus, he says, paints a clear example on what needs to be
done as individuals, as a Church and a nation to make meaningful
strides in the journey towards reconciliation.

“The faith moves forward, and the Church has to move for-
ward too,” said Mr. Amaral, who hopes to become a high school
teacher one day. “The way I was taught is Jesus was an advocate
for the needy, the poor and the marginalized. It’s about us as a com-
munity, having an understanding of what needs to happen next and
how together we can take Jesus’ teachings and use that in equity and
advocacy.”§

OSHAWA, ON — Grade 3 and 4 students from Msgr. Philip Coffey
Catholic School in Oshawa, Ont., plant tulip bulbs on school
grounds, part of the Durham Catholic board’s commitment to
learn, ally and take action towards reconciliation with
Indigenous people. (Photo courtesy of Durham Catholic District
School Board)
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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
On October 10, 2021, Pope Francis inaugurated a two-year-long

synodal process for the universal Church For a Synodal Church:
Communion, Participation and Mission, with a Holy Mass celebrated
in Rome’s St. Peter’s Basilica. Dioceses worldwide opened the synodal
process at the local level on October 17, including the Diocese of
Saint John, in the 10 a.m. mass at the Cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception. I invite you to listen to the homily at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=sRkNf24nl2M.

The diocesan and national listening phases will run until early Spring
2022 and will be followed by a continental phase from September
2022 to March 2023.  The final “universal Church phase” will culmi-
nate in the XVI Ordinary General Assembly of the Synod of Bishops
in October 2023. It is a very involved process of deliberations from
around the world to discuss the concept of synodality, which refers
to the very essence of the Church, her constitutive reality, oriented
towards evangelization. The Church exists to evangelize.

Led by the Holy Spirit through the Gospel and the Eucharist, we are
called to raise up disciples who joyfully live out the mission of proclaiming
the Good News and making disciples of others. That is our mission. This
mission requires the participation of all the baptized in communion with
God and with each other, bishops, priests, religious and laity, each accord-
ing to the gifts and charisms of their vocation. We are called to evangelize
in a world that is in desperate need of hearing the Good News of Jesus
Christ, but in the context of a plurality of members of the body of Christ,
which enriches the Church, and that strives to remain united to Christ the
head. Synodality indicates walking together and listening to one another,
but above all to the Holy Spirit.

These next few years of deliberations will be a privileged time to
walk together as we listen to each other, look at the signs of the times,
and ultimately listen to the Holy Spirit to discern what steps the Holy
Spirit invites us to take to grow as a Synodal Church. This two-year
process will conclude in October 2023 and will notably involve all the
faithful at local Churches across the world, promising to listen to all,
especially to laypeople.

As we begin this diocesan phase of consultation, which is the pre-
paratory stage for the Synod that will take place in October 2023 in
Rome, I am counting on all parishes to do their best to reach out to
the faithful so that we can listen and discern together. The goal is to
ensure the participation of the greatest number possible, to listen to
the living voice of the entire People of God. We need to actively reach
out to people where they are at, especially those who are often ex-
cluded or not involved in the life of the Church. There must also be a
clear focus on the participation of the poor, marginalized, vulnerable
and excluded, to listen to their voices and experiences. Above all this
process must be simple, accessible, and welcoming to all.

To that end a survey has been created on our diocesan website
https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/synod-2021-2023 and may be completed
and submitted electronically (results submitted via the website will be for-
warded to the parish). While the electronic survey is preferable, a PDF
version is included with this letter that can be printed and filled out manu-
ally if necessary. I have also included two official resources, For a Synodal
Church: Communion, Participation, and Mission: Preparatory Document
and Vademecum for the Synod on Synodality Official Handbook for Lis-
tening and Discernment in Local Churches. Both of these will be useful for
your parish as you prepare for the consultation process.

Consultation meetings to present the survey can be organized in
(continued on page 9)

Chers frères et sœurs dans le Christ,
Le 10 octobre 2021, le pape François inaugurait un processus

synodal de 2 ans pour l’Église universelle intitulé Pour une Église
synodale: communion, participation et mission, à l’occasion d’une
messe célébrée à la basilique Saint-Pierre de Rome. Le processus
synodal a été entamé dans les diocèses du monde entier, au niveau
local, le 17 octobre, y compris le diocèse de Saint John, à la messe
de 10 h en la cathédrale de l’Immaculée Conception. Je vous in-
vite à écouter l’homélie (en anglais), https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=sRkNf24nl2M.

Les phases d’écoute diocésaines et nationale auront lieu jusqu’au
début du printemps 2022 et seront suivies d’une phase continentale,
de septembre 2022 à mars 2023. La dernière « phase de l’Église
universelle » culminera avec la XVI Assemblée générale ordinaire
du Synode des évêques en octobre 2023. C’est un processus très
engagé de délibérations provenant de tous les coins du monde
pour discuter du concept de la synodalité, qui renvoie à l’essence
même de l’Église, à sa réalité constitutive, orientée vers
l’évangélisation. L’Église existe pour évangéliser.

Conduits par l’Esprit Saint par l’entremise de l’Évangile et de
l’Eucharistie, nous sommes appelés à créer des disciples qui vivent
la mission d’annoncer la Bonne Nouvelle et de faire des disciples
des autres avec joie. C’est notre mission. Cette mission exige la
participation de tous les baptisés en communion avec Dieu et en-
tre eux: évêques, prêtres, religieux et laïcs, chacun et chacune
selon les dons et les charismes de sa vocation. Nous sommes
appelés à évangéliser dans un monde qui a grand besoin d’entendre
la Bonne Nouvelle de Jésus-Christ, mais dans le contexte d’une
pluralité de membres du corps du Christ, ce qui enrichit l’Église et
nous pousse à rester unis au Christ, le chef de l’Église. La synodalité
signifie marcher ensemble et s’écouter les uns les autres, mais
avant tout, écouter l’Esprit Saint.

Ces prochaines années de délibérations seront un moment
privilégié pour cheminer ensemble alors que nous nous écoutons
les uns les autres, nous observons les signes des temps et,
finalement, nous écoutons le Saint-Esprit pour discerner les gestes
qu’Il nous invite à poser pour grandir en tant qu’Église synodale.
Ce processus de deux ans conclura en octobre 2023, et impliquera
notamment tous les fidèles des Églises locales à travers le monde,
promettant d’être à l’écoute de tous et de toutes, particulièrement
des laïcs.

Alors que nous entamons cette phase de consultation diocésaine,
qui est l’étape préparatoire au Synode prévu pour le mois d’octobre
2023 à Rome, je compte sur toutes les paroisses pour faire de leur
mieux pour aller à la rencontre des fidèles, afin que nous puissions
écouter et discerner ensemble. Notre objectif est d’assurer la par-
ticipation du plus grand nombre possible de personnes; d’écouter
la voix vivante de tout le Peuple de Dieu. Nous devons résolument
tendre la main aux personnes là où elles se trouvent, en particulier
celles qui sont souvent exclues ou non-impliquées dans la vie de
l’Église. Il faut également mettre clairement l’accent sur la partici-
pation des pauvres, des marginalisés, des vulnérables et des exclus,
afin d’écouter leurs voix et leurs expériences. Ce processus doit
avant tout être simple, accessible et accueillant pour tous.

À ces fins, un sondage a été affiché sur notre site web diocésain :
https://dioceseofsaintjohn.org/synode-2021-2023 que les gens sont
invités à compléter et à soumettre par voie électronique (les résultats

(continué page 9)

For a Synodal Church Pour une Église synodale
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For a Synodal Church Pour une Église synodale
(continued from page 8)

person (following current COVID-19 protocols), or online, and can
be arranged based on the needs of the parish. Each parish should
appoint a contact person or team within the parish that will be respon-
sible for coordinating such meetings, recording feedback, collecting,
and compiling survey results. Active ministries or apostolates within
the parish (including Knights of Columbus, CWL, parish councils
and committees, or any group that meets with consistency) may
choose to hold their own consultation meetings and forward the re-
sults to the parish contact person. It is important to note that not
every question must be answered, so long as people are attentive to
the Holy Spirit and provide clear and honest feedback to the questions
that speak to them. The parish contact person or team is asked to
summarize and compile the results into a summary document that
will be no longer than ten pages (one page per theme or set of ques-
tions) and returned to the diocese no later than January 14, 2022, so
as to allow our diocesan staff to compile the results of the surveys for
the next regional phase of deliberations.

“A synodal church is a listening church, aware that listening is
more than hearing. It is a reciprocal listening in which each one has
something to learn,” Pope Francis, Synod on the Family, October 17,
2015. The objective of this Synodal Process is not to provide a tem-
porary or one-time experience of synodality, but rather to provide an
opportunity for the entire People of God to discern together how to
move forward on the path towards being a more synodal Church in
the long-term. Understanding that the Holy Spirit is the protagonist of
the Synod, we come before the Lord as people of faith, opening our
hearts to the Holy Spirit and asking him to teach us how to be a
Church that listens to one another.

To this end, I invite you to pray the Adsumus Sancte Spiritus through-
out the Synodal Process and before every gathering to ensure that
this process of deliberations is steeped in prayer, and to give God
permission to move in power in our diocese.

United in prayer towards communion, participation, and mission in
a synodal Church, I remain faithfully yours in Christ,

 Christian Riesbeck, CC
Bishop of Saint John

(continué de page 8)
soumis sur le site web seront transmis à la paroisse). Bien que le
sondage électronique soit préférable, nous avons joint une version
PDF à cette lettre qui peut être imprimée et remplie à la main si
nécessaire. J’ai également joint deux ressources officielles : Pour
une Église synodale : communion, participation et mission, Le
Document préparatoire et le Vadémécum pour le Synode sur la
synodalité pour guider l’écoute et le discernement lors de la phase
de consultation dans les églises locales. Ces deux documents seront
utiles à votre paroisse alors que vous vous préparez au processus
de consultation.

Des réunions de consultation pour présenter le sondage peuvent
être organisées en personne (suivant les protocoles COVID-19 en
vigueur), ou en ligne, et en fonction des besoins de chaque paroisse.
Chaque paroisse doit nommer une personne-ressource ou une
équipe paroissiale qui sera responsable de l’organisation des
réunions, de l’enregistrement des commentaires, et de la collecte
et la compilation des résultats du sondage. Les ministères ou
apostolats actifs au sein de la paroisse (y compris les Chevaliers
de Colomb, les conseils et les comités paroissiaux, ou tout autre
groupe qui se réunit régulièrement), peuvent choisir de tenir leurs
propres réunions de consultation et de transmettre les résultats à
la personne-ressource de la paroisse. Notons qu’il n’est pas
nécessaire de répondre à toutes les questions, en autant que les
gens soient attentifs au Saint-Esprit et offrent des commentaires
clairs et honnêtes sur les questions qui les concernent. Nous
demandons à la personne-ressource ou à l’équipe paroissiale de
résumer et de compiler les résultats dans un document de synthèse
qui ne fera pas plus que dix pages en longueur (c’est-à-dire une
page par thème ou série de questions) et de le renvoyer au diocèse
au plus tard le 14 janvier 2022, afin de permettre à notre personnel
diocésain de compiler les résultats de tous les sondages avant la
prochaine phase régionale des délibérations.

« Une Église synodale est une Église de l’écoute, avec la con-
science qu’écouter est plus qu’entendre. C’est une écoute
réciproque dans laquelle chacun a quelque chose à apprendre, »
Le pape François, Synode sur la famille, le 17 octobre 2015.
L’objectif de ce Processus synodal n’est pas de fournir une
expérience de synodalité temporaire ou unique, mais plutôt de fournir
une opportunité à tout le Peuple de Dieu de discerner ensemble
comment nous devons avancer sur la voie pour devenir une Église
plus synodale dans le long terme. Comme nous savons que le
Saint-Esprit est le protagoniste du Synode, nous nous présentons
au Seigneur en tant que personnes de foi, en ouvrant nos cœurs au
Saint-Esprit et en lui demandant de nous apprendre à devenir une
Église à l’écoute les uns des autres.

À cette fin, je vous invite à prier l’Adsumus Sancte Spiritus tout
au long du processus synodal et avant chaque rassemblement pour
faire en sorte que ce processus de délibérations soit imprégné de
prière, et pour donner à Dieu la permission d’agir en puissance
dans notre diocèse.

Unis avec vous dans la prière pour la communion, la participa-
tion et la mission dans une Église synodale, j’ai l’honneur d’être
votre serviteur dévoué dans le Christ,

 Christian Riesbeck, c.c.
Évêque de Saint John

October 24, 2021
Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

First Reading: Jeremiah 31.7-9
I am going to bring my people home —

both those who are blind and those who are lame.

Responsorial Psalm: Ps 126.1-2a, 2b-3, 4-5, 6 (R.3)
R. The Lord has done great things for us;

we are filled with joy.

Second Reading: Hebrews 5.1-6
You are a priest forever,

according to the order of Mechizedek.

Gospel: Mark 10.46-52
Me teacher, let me see again.

Sunday’s Liturgy
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'Faith is not neutral' in caring for creation
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

Pope Francis isn’t going to let the next global summit
on climate change slip by on the same old excuses and
empty promises — and Development and Peace-Caritas
Canada aims to see Canadian Catholics play their part.

COP26 “represents an urgent summons to provide
effective responses to the unprecedented ecological cri-
sis and the crisis of values that we are presently experi-
encing, and in this way to offer concrete hope to future
generations,” Pope Francis told a global audience as he
launched an appeal from world faith leaders at the Vati-
can October 4.

The multifaith appeal that encompasses Muslim, Jew-
ish, Buddhist and other spiritualities follows hard on a
September 1 ecumenical teaching document jointly is-
sued by Pope Francis, Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew and Archbishop of Canterbury Justin
Welby.
Add to this the Vatican’s presence at the conference —
Cardinal Pietro Parolin will represent the Holy See and
deliver a message from Pope Francis — and it adds up
to a full court press by the Catholic Church on global
warming.

Development and Peace wants to see Canadian Catholics back the Pope’s
play in Glasgow. The Catholic social justice organization is providing op-
portunities for individuals and parishes to pressure Canadian politicians to
make bold commitments in Glasgow, as well as opportunities to learn
more about the threat to the planet.

“Catholics often shy away from political mobilization in our churches,”
said Development and Peace campaign officer Kathleen Cross.

“But our faith is not neutral when it comes to the dignity of all persons,
to care for creation and to the political and economic structures that affect
people and the planet.”

Development and Peace-Caritas Canada has dedicated this year to a
campaign headlined “People and Planet First.” The campaign asks Catho-
lics for more than just money.

“We are called to live our love for people and planet openly,” Ms. Cross
said.

One initiative has been an October 16 online event to learn about how
Indigenous and environmental activists face threats on their lives for de-
fending their ancestral lands and important ecosystems.

On the eve of the October 31 to November 12 global summit in Glas-
gow, Development and Peace is encouraging parishes and individuals to

take part in an October 30 ecumenical symposium titled “For the Love of
Creation.” It will be a chance to learn more about Canada’s climate plan
and ways to make it better. Sister Eva Solomon of the Congregation of St.
Joseph and others will present the Letter of the Faithful written to the
leaders gathered in Glasgow.

Getting people involved, not just passively reading about the climate
crisis, “is a big part of building the new economy that faith leaders spoke
about in their October 4 message,” Ms. Cross said.

Canada’s enormous share of the global mining industry puts extra re-
sponsibility on Canadians, she said.

“We as a Catholic community also need to ensure that whatever deci-
sions are taken for global climate action, that Canada puts laws in place
that protect people and the planet when Canadian companies operate over-
seas,” said Ms. Cross.

Due diligence legislation that would require Canadian companies to re-
port on the risks to human rights and the environment for their invest-
ments overseas would be a good start, she said.§

Canada, with its enormous share of global mining, needs to ensure its companies
overseas adhere to decisions taken for global climate action. (CNS photo/Janine
Costa, Reuters)

CARLETON
FUNERAL HOME & CREMATORIUM

337 Lockhart Mill Road Jacksonville NB E7M 3S5
Ph /Fax (506) 328-8430

Funeral Directors
Arthur Smith / Chris McQuade

www.carletonfuneralhome.ca
“Serving All Faiths & within the Means of All”
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OBITUARIES

KINSELLA, CATHERINE RYAN — Catherine Ryan Kinsella of
Saint John, wife of the late Arthur W. Kinsella, passed away on
October 3rd, 2021. Born in Saint John on July 12th, 1941, she
was the daughter of the late T. Bernard and Eugenia (nee Whalen)
McGuire.

She is survived by her nephew, Sean McGuire of Saint John; a
sister-in-law, Marilyn McGuire and a niece Andrea Milligan of
Kinkora, PEI; Catherine Ann Kinsella and her husband Wayne Hickey
of Texas. In addition to her parents, she was predeceased by her
brothers Daniel and Gerald, and a niece, Sherry

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s
Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial was be held
on from Holy Redeemer Parish (St. Pius X), Saint John.

HEBERT, JOHN DOUGLAS — Doug Hebert, (AKA, Dougie,
JD, Dad, Grampie), passed away peacefully on Wednesday, Oc-
tober 6, 2021 at the Saint John Regional Hospital with his family
by his side, after a long and courageous battle with diabetes.

Doug was born on May 15, 1940 in Saint John, NB to the late
Harry and Gertrude Hebert (nee Reynolds). The oldest of 7 chil-
dren, Doug was extremely proud of his younger siblings and be-
ing their “big brother”.

Doug is survived by Geraldine, his loving wife of 42 years;
daughters Joanne (Dan), Vicki (Gary), Chrissy (Stewart); son Mike
(Jenn). His brothers Peter (Trudy), Paul (Jeanette), Tony (Cathy)
and sisters Bonnie (Nick) and Mary Lou. His grandchildren, Caitlin,
Jacob, Amy, Allison, Aleeyah, Asya and Alyric, as well as many
nieces and nephews.

Doug is predeceased by his parents; brother Michael, and sister
Joanne.

Arrangements were under the care of Castle Fallsview Funeral
Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held at Our
Lady of Assumption Catholic Church, Saint John. Internment fol-
lowed at Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.

McGUIRE, ANTHONY NEIL — It is with great sadness that the
family of Tony N. McGuire announces his passing which oc-
curred on Monday, October 11, 2021, at Bobby’s Hospice. Born
in Renforth, on April 19, 1939, he was a son of the late Neil and
Mary (Crozier) McGuire.

Tony is survived by his sons, Roof (Patricia) and Spank (Julie);
daughter, Lamby; brother, Jack (Judy); sister, Clare; sisters-in-
law, Jane (Bill), Sister Mary Beth McCurdy and Betty; brother-in-
law, David; grandchildren, Brooklyn, Zoe, Dustin (Katie), Miranda,
Ethan, Catherine (Trevor), Will (Kate), Alex; great-grandchildren,
Mason and Violet; as well as several nieces and nephews. In addi-
tion to his parents, Tony was predeceased by his wife, Linda
(McCurdy); brother, Bill; sisters, Maisie and Sally; mother-in-law,
Helen; brothers-in-law, Alex and Frank; nephews, Danny and Tony;
niece, Colleen.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s
Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial was held
from Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Rothesay. Interment to
followed in St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Saint John.

ROBERTS, M. ARLENE — It is with an appreciation for a life
well lived that the family of Margaret Arlene Roberts of Quispamsis,
wife of Ronald Roberts, announce her passing which occurred on

Tuesday, October 12, 2021, at the Saint John Regional Hospital,
surrounded by her loving family.

Born December 8, 1943, in Summerside, PEI, she was the
daughter of the late John Edward and Verna C. Schurman (Gay).

She is survived by Ronald E. Roberts, husband of 57 years;
children, Mike (Ruth) Roberts of Bedford, Nova Scotia,
Christopher (Melissa) Roberts of Quispamsis, Roberta (Luke)
Kilpatrick of Upham, Craig (Terri) Roberts of Quispamsis.   Sister
Sandra Power of Summerside and brother-in-law Charles (Dawn)
Roberts of Truro. Beloved grandchildren; Jillian, Ben, Jack, Eliza-
beth, Lauren, Ryan, Madeline, Molly, Mya, Gwen, and Meg.

In addition to her parents, she was predeceased by Brother-in-
law William Power and nephew Billy Power.

Arrangements were under the care of Kennebecasis Commu-
nity Funeral Home, Quispamsis. A Mass of Christian Burial was
held at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Church, Rothesay.

SULLIVAN, ARTHUR JOSEPH — Arthur Joseph Sullivan, of
Saint John, New Brunswick peacefully passed away in the early
morning hours of October 12th, 2021 with his darling Sheila Ann
(Keyes) and son Terence by his side.

Predeceased by his older sisters Jean (Clayton) Lamb, Helen
(Reg) Dencer, Mary Evelyn (Donnie) Mercer, Dorothy Sullivan,
and younger brother Raymond (Marjorie) Sullivan, he leaves be-
hind a legacy of love and a gap in the hearts of his five children
Sean (Rosilyn) Sullivan of Las Vegas, Nevada, Brian Sullivan of
Fort MacMurray, Alberta, Moira (David) Law of Rothesay, New
Brunswick, Terence Sullivan of Saint John, New Brunswick and
Shannon Sullivan of Toronto, Ontario.

Arthur rested at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of
Christian Burial was be celebrated at Holy Redeemer Parish (St.
Pius X Church), Saint John.

SCANLON, THOMAS PATRICK — The family of Thomas
Patrick Scanlon is saddened to announce his peaceful passing under
the compassionate and competent care of the staff at Ridgewood
Veterans Wing. Pat was born April 5, 1923 in Lewisham, UK.

Pat is survived by his daughter Patricia Kaine (Ed), sons Paul
Scanlon (Lydia) and Mark Scanlon (Wendy), grandchildren Ed
Kaine(Annie), Kathleen Milhorn(JJ), Michael Kaine(Laura),
Annemarie Scanlon, Julia Scanlon, and Joanna Scanlon and great
grandchildren Thomas and Stephen Kaine, Erika and Jeremiah
Milhorn, and Charlie and Elizabeth Kaine.

Pat was predeceased by his
son, Richard in 1960, his
wife Betty in 2005 and his
nephew and dear friend
David Alexander in 2021.

He rested at Castle Funeral
Home, 3Saint John.  A Mass
of Christian Burial took place
at Our Lady of the Assump-
tion Church, Saint John. In-
terment in St. Joseph's Cem-
etery, Saint John. §
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Cemetery receives government grant
Submitted by PAUL READY
Sussex Valley Knights of Columbus

HEAD OF MILLSTREAM — This past
summer extensive restoration work was un-
dertaken to restore and align historic monu-
ments and headstones at St. Philip’s Cem-
etery in King’s County.

The restoration work was supported by a
$5,000 grant from the provincial 2021/22
Community Improvement Fund. Ross

Wetmore, member of the legislature (MLA)
for the Riding of Gagetown-Petitcodiac ap-
proved the grant, acknowledging that “the
cemetery’s application fit the program’s ob-
jective to enhance existing community assets,
and therefore fully merited being awarded the
maximum allowed grant."

The contract for the improvements to the
cemetery was locally awarded to the ‘Monu-
ment Man’, Jimmy Vanderbrand of
Plumweseep.

The work that has been done with the funds
received from the grant includes, restoring
and re-erecting old and damaged monuments,
aligning and re-straightening monuments into
uniform rows, and the cleaning and removal
of moss and debris from the stones.

Murray Hayes, chair of the Cemetery
Grounds Committee said “the committee’s
volunteers are very appreciative of the assist-
ance that has been received. The grant pro-
vided the necessary funds to allow improve-
ments to be made that would not have other-
wise been feasible. The outcome has greatly
improved the cemetery’s safety, appearance,
identity and as well, facilitates easier ground
maintenance. Collectively, the site upgrades
truly reflect the community’s respect shown
for the deceased.”

St. Philip’s Cemetery has historic tombstone
monuments dating back to the early 1800s
(circa). While there are no records, the site is
also alleged to have been a native burial
ground.

The cemetery is located adjacent to St.
Philip’s Catholic Church at the Head of Mill-
stream, Route 880, just north of Sussex in
King’s County.

The property site is registered under the
Diocese of Saint John with the on-going op-
erations and maintenance being handled by a
non-profit group of volunteers who live in
the surrounding communities.

The monuments and headstones in the cem-
etery record the family names of the early
Irish, Scottish, and French immigrants. It is
understood that many of the first families to
the area received ‘government land grants’
as incentives to move and develop the sur-
rounding country sides.

In exchange for the grants, settlers were
required each year to clear the trees from a
portion of their land. The stories that have
been handed down about the lives of these
earlier settlers who developed this part of
Kings County are ones of strong faith, hope,
and much determination for better lives, while
living in the midst of many frontier difficul-
ties and hardships.

Over time, the descendants of many of
these earlier settlers moved away from the
area leaving no family to care for many of the
grave sites. Now, with the development of
technology to trace ancestry, visitors to the
cemetery regularly arrive from all over North
America.

The St. Philip’s Cemetery continues to be
used for interments, and burial lots are still
available.§

HEAD OF MILLSTREAM — This past summer, St. Philip’s Cemetery, located adjacent
to St. Philip’s Catholic Church at the Head of Millstream, Route 880, just north of
Sussex in King’s County, underwent extensive renovations with assistance of a grant
from the provincial government. (Submitted photo)

LINCOLN — St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Women’s League [CWL] in Lincoln, following
the national CWL initiative distributed Blessings Bags to women and men shelters in
Fredericton in time for Thanksgiving. The bags contain personal items as well as
food and treats. Madonna Clark, CWL president for the church shows one of the
baskets. St. Francis of Assisi is part of St. John Paul II Parish in the Oromocto/Lincoln
area. (Submitted photo)


